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HE OFFICER CORPS OF THE ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

dadasiace o

(ARVN)WAS DISCOURAGED AND FRUSTRATED, THAT MANY OFF ICERS WANTED
CHANGES MADE BUT WERE AFRAID TO SUGGEST THEM TO AMERICANS BECAUSE

OF FULL AMERICAN SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT DIEM, AND THAT MANY

OFF ICERS BELIEVED THAT CHANGES WERE NEEDED IN

ORDER TO PROSECUTE

THE WAR AGAINST THE VIET CONG SUCCESSFULLY

ACCORDING TO RUMORS, THE AMERICANS PLANNED THE 21 AUGUST OPERAT|ON
AGAINST THE BUDDHISTS.
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B¥ THE ATTITUDE

PREVAILING WITHIN THE ARVN OFFICER CORFS, PRINCIPALLY BEFORE, BUT

ALSO TO SOME EXTENT AFTER THE 21 AUGUST EVENTS.

A. THE OFFICERS ARE DISCOURAGED AND FRUSTRATED; THIS FEELING
IS WIDESPREAD AND INTENSE, AND HAS BECOME WORSE SINCE THE ATTACK
ON THE PAGODAS AND THE DECLARATION OF MARTIAL LAW,

B. THE WILL TO FIGHT THE VIET CONG (YC) HAS NOT DIMINISHCD
8UT MANY OFF ICERS BELIEVE THAT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO WIN THE

WAR AGAINST THE VC GIVEN THE PRESENT SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM,
'C. THE GENERAL OFFICERS SHARE THE ATTITUDE ON FRUSTRATION AND |

DI SCOURAGEMENT . 13 BRIGADIER GENERAL TRAN THIEN KHIEM,

CHIEF OF STAFF, JOINT GENERAL STAFF AS ONE OFFICER WHO BELIEVED

THAT IF CHANGES WERE NOT MADE, THERE WOULD BE NO CHANCE OF

WINNING THE WAR.

D. AS EXAMPLES OF DISCOURAGEMENT AMONG THE OFF ICER CROPS,
SN '~ JOR (FNU) PHU, COMMANDER OF THE VNSF 78TH (ALSO RCVD TTTH)
GROUP, AN UNIDENTIFIED VNSF CAPTAIN SERVING UNDER MAJOR LE QUANG TRIEU,

AND A MAJOR (FNU) MAU (PHONETIC), RECENTLY ASSIGNED AS CHIEF OF
THUA THIEN PROVINCE. ) & '
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E. ONE ESPECIALLY DISCOURAGING FACTOR IS THAT BRIGADIER
GENERAL TON THAT DINH, COMMANDER OF THE |11 CORPS, IS IN CHARGE OF

THE SAIGON AREA,

"F. ANOTHER DISCOURAGING FACTOR |§ THAT THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT SO FIRMLY SUPPORTS DIEM THAT THE MILITARY |
CANNOT MAKE NECESSARY: CHANGES AND MANY OFFICERS ARE AFRAID OF
GIVING FRANK OPINIONS TO AMERICANS,

G. fi B9 THERS IS A WIDESPREAD RUMOR THAT THE

AMERICANS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR PLANNING THE 21 AUGUST OPERATION,
MANY BELIEVED THIS BECAUSE THE VIETNAMESE SPECIAL FORCES (VNSF),
NOT THE ARMY, ATTACKED THE PAGODAS ON THE MORNING OF 21 AUGUST AND,
AS EVERYONZ KNCWS, THE AMERICANS SUPPORT THE VNSF.

H, DEMEE MR /\Sr COMMANDER COLONEL LE QUANG TUNG

e

KNOWS NOleNG ABQUT MILITARY AFFAIRS AND SOME OFFICERS ARE
AFRAID THAT TUNG'S TROOPS WILL SHOOT THEM, |

3. RO
NGO DINH NHU ANﬁ‘MADAME NHU AND BRING NEW PEOPLE INTO THE
GOVERNMENT, HE REALIZED THE AMERICANS WERE AFRAID OF A CHANGE

Ay THE IDEAL SOLUTION WOULD BE TO GET RID OF

BECAUSE OF WHAT THIS MIGHT MEAN TO THE WAR EFFCRT AND, IN FACT,
IT MIGHT LEAD TO THE LOSS OF CONTROL OF SEVERAL PROVINCES,
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BE SOME CHANCE OF ULTIMATELY WINNING THE WAR,
DISSEM:  STATE ARMY NAVY AIR USMACY MAAG USOM USIS
2ND AIR DIV 9TH FLD STN CINCPAC PACAF ARPAC PACFLT,
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